MOTHERS APRON-STRINGS
set up against the emergency of George II dying while Prince
George was a minor; and he played into the hands of his
enemies by taking the exclusion badly.
That Cumberland's character had been presented to his young
nephews and nieces in the most unfavourable terms is certain,
and the blame for this must lie at the door of the Dowager-
Princess. To them, as to many other children, he was a real
* bogey man/ who slew in cold blood little children and their
mothers.    They may have heard how when the liverymen of
die City of London were discussing a proposal to make Cumber-
land a freeman of one of the city companies an alderman had
solemnly suggested that the only suitable company for so dis-
tinguished a prince was' the Butchers'!'   Anyhow, Prince George
was afraid of his uncle:  on one occasion when he was visiting
him the Duke took down a sword to show the boy, and to
his horror he found that the little fellow had turned pale.
' What have they told the boy about me ? ' he asked;   and it
was not necessary for those about him to supply the answer.
Nor did any  good come  of his protest  to his sister-in-law
that the children ought to be brought up to treat their uncle
properly.
In 1754 Prince George launched a man-o'-war. He was
attended by his brothers and his uncle, Cumberland, who
* showed himself a very dutiful uncle, much to the edification
of the multitude.'    Cumberland used the occasion  to  make
Sir Percy Brett, R.N., recount to the boys his experiences during
the memorable engagement between his ship H.M.S. Lion and
the French man-o'-war the FMzabeth, acting as a convoy to the
brig Dontelle on board of which was the Young Pretender bound
for Scotland and the 'Forty-five.   It was a story which had been
told  time and again  from one   end of the kingdom to the
other: it could not fail to arouse all the enthusiasms of healthy
boyhood.   Had the Dowager-Princess been a wiser woman she
would have allowed her sons to see more of their uncle, who
could have told them scores of similar tales of service and
dcrring-do.
In the following year Prince George performed a very different
public duty. In the company of his mother he paid a formal
call on Dr Thomas Herring, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
at his residence at Croydon. In a letter to his friend, Lord
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